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by accident that Christian slaves were bought, and explaining that the authorities recognized the traffic.1 Gregory, however, though he relinquished his project, sent a strong protest to the kings of the Franks and to Queen Brunichildis.2 "We are amazed that in your kingdom Jews are permitted to possess Christian slaves. Tor what are Christians but members of Christ's Body, who, as we all know, is their Head ? Is it not most inconsistent to honour the Head, and allow the members to be trampled on by His enemies ? We entreat you to expel this wicked scandal from your dominions. So will you show yourselves true worshippers of God, if you deliver His faithful servants from the hands of their adversaries." Besides owning Christian slaves, it is clear from Gregory's letters that the Jews were sometimes guilty of other illegal offences, e.g. compelling their pagan slaves to be circumcised,3 or buying up the plate and furniture of devastated churches.4 Such illegalities, when committed, were punished by Gregory, who, in all his dealings with the Jews, invariably insisted on a strict observance of the law.
In speaking of Gregory's missionary work I have, as is natural, dwelt particularly on the history of the English mission, and on the conversion of the Barbaricini and other pagans in the islands and in Italy, It must not be forgotten, however, that the spread of Catholic Christianity among the Lombards is attributable in great measure to Gregory's influence; nor should I here pass over without mention his efforts to uproot paganism in Gaul, Donatism in Africa, and the Schism of the Three Chapters in Istria and Northern Italy. Of all the early Popes, there was none who so exerted himself to spread the Catholic faith throughout the countries subject to the influence of the Apostolic'See5; and of all the early Popes
1 Epp. ix. 104.                                                  2 Ibid. ix. 213, 215.
8 Ibid. vi. 30.                                                    4 Ibid. i. 66.
5 Jon.Diac. Vitaiii. 1: "lam Ligures, Venetos,Iberos aliosque a schismate sub libello confesses, Chalcedonensem synodum venerari compellens, ad unitatem sanotae ecclesiae revocarat. lam Barbaricinos, Sardos et Oampaniae rusticos tarn praedicationibus, quam verberibus emendates, a paganizandi vanitate removerat. lam Donatistarum haeresim penes Africam, Manichae-orum penes Siciliam, Arianorum penes Hispaniam, Agnoetarum vero penes Alexandriam, scriptorum suoraia validissimis auctoritatibus iniportunissi-misque legationibus, Domino sufcagante, a corpore totius sanctae matris ecclesiae sequestrarat."